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NOTES AND NEWS

The first article in this issue, “Stories without End”, is a lightly revised text of Judith 
Binney’s lecture to The Polynesian Society Annual General Meeting upon receiving 
the Polynesian Society’s Elsdon Best Memorial Medal, awarded in recognition of her 
“outstanding scholarly work on the New Zealand Mäori…”. The Society’s President 
Dame Joan Metge remarked at the occasion:

Like pioneer ethnologist Elsdon Best, Professor Binney has worked for 
many years in close co-operation with Ngäi Tühoe of the Urewera. In three 
groundbreaking books, Mihaia, Nga Morehu—the Survivors and Redemption 
Songs, she developed scholarly methods for handling oral sources and 
demonstrated convincingly that discrepancies between multiple versions of 
the same events are both meaningful and illuminating.

Contributors to This Issue
Melinda Allen is an Associate Professor in the Department of Anthropology at The 
University of Auckland. Before joining the Auckland department she was on the 
Research Staff of the Bernice Pauahi Bishop Museum and conducted archaeological 
research in the Hawaiian Islands and southern Cook Islands. In the early 2000s she 
initiated what has become a major research project in the Marquesas, in which she is 
still engaged. Her studies have been in the broad field of human palaeo-ecology. She 
has published on human-climate interactions, traditional Polynesian marine fisheries, 
Hawaiian dryland agricultural systems, human impacts on Pacific biota, East Polynesian 
exchange and interaction, and East Polynesian fishhooks. She edited and was the 
major contributor to Gardens of Lono: Archaeological Investigations at the Amy B. H. 
Greenwell Ethnobotanical Garden, Kealakekua, Hawai‘i (Bishop Museum 2001).

Judith Binney is Emeritus Professor of History at the University of Auckland. She is 
author of a number of works on Mäori and European interaction, including Redemption 
Songs: A Life of Te Kooti Arikirangi Te Turuki, which won the Montana Book of the 
Year Award in 1996. In 2006 she received the Prime Minister’s Award for Literary 
Achievement, Non-fiction, and in 2009 the Elsdon Best Award. Her most recent book, 
Encircled Lands: Te Urewera 1820–1921, was published in late November 2009.

Jennifer Huebert completed a Postgraduate Diploma and MA in archaeology at 
The University of Auckland and is now enrolled in a doctoral programme for which 
she will continue her studies of archaeological wood charcoal. Her broader research 
fields are human palaeo-ecology and vegetation history in East Polynesia. 

Chris Jacomb is a Research Fellow in Archaeology at the University of Otago. His 
research field is the prehistory of New Zealand, with a particular focus on material 
culture and culture change during the early period of Polynesian settlement.

Chris Jennings is a recent graduate of the Department of Anthropology at the 
University of Otago where he wrote an MA thesis on the chronology and distribution 
of Southland argillites in prehistoric New Zealand.

Ancestral Voices discusses the stories told about the Island’s ancient gods and 
ruling chiefs from its creation origins up to the early mission period in the 19th 
century. The stories of the gods describe encounters with the domain of tuärangi 
‘spirit beings’, among whom are included the Island’s principal gods, visitors 
from other Pacific Islands and European explorers such as James Cook. The 
Island’s ruling chiefs controlled access to the economic and spiritual resources 
of Mangaia. Their stories relate the struggles for dominance over the lands and 
peoples, and the ritual sacrifices that were performed to ensure recognition of 
that chiefly rule by the gods.

Ancestral Voices transcribes and interprets a series of indigenous historical 
texts, including proverbs, songs and narratives, as told by generations of 
Mangaian scholars, notably the tribal historian, Mamae, and by outsider scholars, 
particularly, the missionary, William Wyatt Gill, and Te Rangi Hiroa.
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Rod Wallace completed BA and MA degrees at Otago University and gained his 
PhD at the University of Waikato in 1985. Since 1985 he has been a Technical Officer 
in the Anthropology Department at The University of Auckland, where he is in charge 
of the archaeological laboratories and field equipment, and supports laboratory and 
fieldwork teaching and research where appropriate. His research in New Zealand and 
the southwest Pacific is on palaeo-environmental reconstruction based on charcoal, 
wood and petrified wood identification, and he produces 20-30 technical reports 
in wood and charcoal identification annually for researchers in New Zealand and 
abroad. He has also undertaken research on pre-European Mäori material culture 
items, specifically structures and artefacts of wood, fibre and gourd.

Richard Walter is a New Zealand archaeologist with an interest in the prehistoric 
archaeology of Oceania, especially Polynesia and Island Melanesia. His work 
focuses on prehistoric culture change, material culture and the relationship between 
archaeology and oral history.

Errata
Two errors in the December 2009 issue have been brought to the editor’s attention. 
Robert Louis Stevenson died 13 December 1894 and Roger Swearingen’s bio notes 
should have ended: “His most recent publication is an inclusive, two-part review of 
research, ‘Recent Studies in Robert Louis Stevenson… 1970-2005’, Dickens Studies 
Annual, 37-38 (2006-07).”




